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Ironwood Park Innovative Stormwater Reuse Irrigation System
The Carver County Water Management Organization (CCWMO) and
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) require volume reduction
and treatment of storm runoff from all new impervious surfaces associated
with the Carver Elementary and Ironwood Park.

A stormwater reuse

system was constructed to address the volume reduction requirements. The system consists of a pond to provide
treatment and storage of runoff, a pump station, and piping to convey the reuse water to the irrigation areas around the
school and park.

The pump station has a control system that monitors flow, level, and pressure, which adjusts the pumping rate to meet
the varying demand.
than 80 microns.

The station includes a treatment structure and a self-flushing filter to remove particles greater

This provides water quality suitable for our irrigation systems.

Another significant benefit of the

reuse of stormwater for irrigation is the reduction in demand on the City’s potable water system. With this system, at
no time will the City’s treated water be used to irrigate areas around Carver Elementary or Ironwood Park.

In order for the system to manage stormwater pond levels during heavy rain events, the irrigation system may activate.
This means that you might notice the irrigation system running during or after rain events; even running in the middle
of the day and appear to be wasteful.

However, the system has been specifically designed this way to manage

stormwater pond levels to help control runoff and prevent erosion.

Know Your Flood Hazard
The local streams and rivers in the City of Carver include the Minnesota River, Spring Creek, and
Carver Creek.

The history of flooding of these waterways indicates that flooding usually occurs

during the spring and summer months of the year.

The area is particularly susceptible to flooding

caused by a combination of snowmelt and rainfall.

Not all floods are alike.

Some floods develop slowly, while others can develop quickly with localized heavy rains.

The 100-year flood plain is the area that has a one percent chance of being flooded in any given year, or on the
average of once every 100 years.
30-year mortgage.

Put another way, the area has a 25 percent chance of being flooded over the life of a

Smaller floods have a greater chance of occurring in any year and can still create a significant

flood hazard to people and property close to the waterway.

According to the National Flood Insurance Program

(NFIP), more than 25 percent of all flood claims each year come from homes outside areas at high risk for flooding.

Protecting yourself today means preparing your home or workplace, collecting sources of information, developing an
emergency communications plan, and knowing what to do when a flood is approaching your home or business.
more information regarding flooding information and the National Flood Insurance Program, visit
www.floodsmart.gov or www.cityofcarver.com.

For

Primary Election - August 14, 2018
General Election - November 6, 2018
Polls Open: 7:00 a.m. - 8:00p.m.
Precinct Location:
St. Nicholas Catholic Church - Parish Center
412 W. 4th Street - Carver, MN 55315

Filing for Mayor and City Council Seats
The terms of Mayor Mike Webb and Councilmembers Glen Henry and Cindy Monroe will expire at the end of
2018. Candidate filings for these positions will be accepted at City Hall at 801 Jonathan Carver Parkway from
Tuesday, July 31, 2018, through Tuesday, August 14, 2018. Hours are 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., with the
exception of Tuesday, August 14, 2018, when City Hall will be open until 5:00 p.m.

Voter Registration
Two ways to register:
1. Pre-register now on-line or request a paper application prior to the
election. See the City’s website at www.cityofcarver.com for more
information.
 Last day to pre-register for Primary Election – Tuesday, July 24
 Last day to pre-register for General Election – Tuesday, October 16
2. Register on Election Day at the precinct location above.

Vote Early - Absentee Voting
Two ways to vote early:
1. In-Person: Government Center - 600 East 4th Street - Chaska, MN 55318
Monday - Friday - 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.*
5:00 p.m. close Monday prior to election
Saturday, August 11 - 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p. m.
Saturday November 3 - 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
2. Request an absentee ballot on-line prior to the election. See the City’s website at www.cityofcarver.com
for more information.
*NOTE: Primary Election – absentee voting begins Friday, June 29
*NOTE: General Election – absentee voting begins Friday, September 21
For any questions, please contact the City of Carver - Vicky Sons-Eiden, Election Administrator, at
952-448-8727 or vsonseiden@cityofcarver.com.

Upcoming Community Events
Carver Concert Series, Gazebo Park, 307 Broadway, 7:00 p.m. FREE!
*July 19 – Sticks and Tones – Kids band with bounce house and ice cream
*August 16 – Vinnie Rose – Acoustic Variety
Chaska Parks and Recreation/City of Carver Programs
Register at www.chaskacommunitycenter.com, or call 952-227-7742
*July 9 - Geocaching for S’Mores
*July 11 - Adult/Child/Infant CPR/AED First Aid Class

RESIDENT GUIDE
WATER, SANITARY SEWER, AND STORM WATER
Future Needs and Costs
1

UTILITY BILL VS. PROPERTY TAXES
The City provides enterprise
services (water, sanitary sewer,
and storm water) that operate like
their own businesses. The costs to
operate and pay debt service
(loans on facilities like the water
treatment plant) for water,
sanitary sewer, and storm water
services come exclusively from
monthly utility bills and new
development connection fees.
Local property taxes do not fund water, sanitary sewer, or storm water services. For planning
purposes, the City recently completed a Utility Rate Study identifying future infrastructure
(piping, treatment, storage, and distribution) needs and their associated costs. The study
includes recommendations for new rates for monthly users and new development charges (new
homes).
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THE WATER SYSTEM
Pumping: Carver has four wells that pull water from
underground aquifers. These wells can be up to six
hundred feet deep. Two wells are located in Lions
Park, the third well is located at the Mount Hope
Treatment Plant, and the fourth well is located next
to the water tower near Mills Fleet Farm. A new fifth
well is being planned for 2020.

The “Resident Advocate” group tours the
Water Treatment Plant with
Brian Skok, Public Services Director

Treatment: Most of Carver’s water is treated at the
water treatment plant located on Mount Hope Road.
The water is filtered for iron and manganese and tested on a daily basis by licensed personnel to
ensure safety and quality standards are met. A new water treatment plant is planned for 2020.
Storage: Carver has two water towers, which are used for storage and can hold approximately
950,000 gallons. In addition, both towers create a pressurized system for the water to reach
homes for personal use and for fire protection.
Distribution: Water is provided to every homeowner and business through a series of
underground pipes, valves, and meters. These pipes, valves, and meters need consistent
maintenance, including flushing hydrants and exercising valves.
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IMPACT ON RATES

The City is anticipating and planning for the construction of a fifth well and an additional water
treatment facility in 2020. Although Carver water rates have not increased since 2010, a recent Utility
Rate Study (available at www.cityofcarver.com) determined increases are necessary to generate a
positive cash flow to finance future system improvements and growth of these services.
In addition to increasing rates, the Utility Rate Study also proposes to increase the Water Access
Charge, often referred to as WAC, by $1,500 in 2019 from $6,047 to $7,547. The Water Access Charge
is primarily paid by developers of new housing, commercial, and industrial projects.
Water Rates
2010 to 2018 Rates per 1,000 Gallons

Proposed 2019 Rates per 1,000 Gallons

1,000 to 20,000 $4.93

1,000 to 5,000

$4.00

20,000 +

$7.40

5,001 to 10,000

$5.50

Meter Fee

$2.26

10,001 +

$8.00

Base Fee

$10.00

Sanitary Sewer Rates
2019 Sanitary Sewer Rates are proposed to go from $6.63 to $6.96 per 1,000 gallons. Sanitary Sewer
usage during the months of January, February, and March are averaged, with the average usage in these
months applied over the remaining nine months to save homeowners from being billed sanitary sewer
charges for lawn sprinkling and other outdoor water uses.
Storm Water Rates
2019 Residential Storm Water rates are proposed to go from $8.99 to $9.26 per month. Storm water
fees are used to construct and maintain roadside catch basins, construct and maintain underground
piping, maintain storm water ponds, perform street sweeping operations, and so on.

Below is an example of how the proposed 2019 rate change would impact the total charge on a monthly
utility bill. The example below represents 5,000 gallons of water and sanitary sewer use,
meter fee (2018 only), base fee (2019 only), and the residential storm water rate.

Current Rates - 2018

$69.05
4

Proposed Rates - 2019

$74.06

HOW CAN I LEARN MORE?
 The complete Utility Rate Study is available at www.cityofcarver.com.
 The Utility Rate Study will be reviewed at the July 16, 2018, City Council Meeting at 7:00 pm.
 Questions and comments related to the Utility Rate Study can be directed to
Brent Mareck, City Manager, at (952) 448-8737, or by email at bmareck@cityofcarver.com.

