March 2020

October 2020

Mayor’s Message
Greetings - I am acutely aware of the challenges experienced by many in
our community due to the global COVID-19 pandemic, and I am working
hard to make sure the City of Carver’s budget is lean while best serving
our community’s needs. I am proud of the work done by both City staff
and City Council on the 2021 Budget to come up with a plan that
addresses the needs of our City while keeping in mind the struggles many
of us have faced in 2020.
At the September 21 City Council meeting we set the
preliminary levy at $3,220,448, which is a 6% increase
over the 2020 levy. Because of Carver’s growth (an
increase in our tax capacity by 15.5%), our tax rate will
decrease from 49.45% to an estimated 45.22%... and that
means the City of Carver’s portion of your property taxes
will likely go down for most property owners!
Although City property taxes are anticipated to decrease for most property owners, several significant
investments are included in the preliminary 2021 Budget. Some of these investments include a
proposed 66% increase to street maintenance funding, which will be used to conduct future mill and
overlay projects throughout the community.
In addition, the preliminary 2021 Budget allocates $25,000 toward the
replacement of the Fire Department’s self-contained breathing apparatus
(SCBA) units. The Department’s SCBAs need to be replaced in 2026, which is
estimated to cost $180,000. The allocation of $25,000 in 2021 will allow this
significant cost to be spread out over multiple years, as opposed to facing a
large budget expenditure in 2026.
If you’re interested in participating in the budget process, the next steps are:
Self-Contained
Breathing Apparatus
(SCBA) Unit



October/November – Residents will receive their preliminary property tax
statements in the mail. This document will include information on your home’s
valuation increase and your proposed tax bill, based off the preliminary levy.



December 7 – The Truth in Taxation public hearing will take place during the City Council meeting,
which will take place at 7 p.m. at City Hall. Residents are invited to comment on the proposed
budget and their property taxes.



December 21 – City Council will consider adoption of the 2021 Budget and property tax levy during
the City Council meeting, which will take place at 7 p.m. at City Hall.

If you’d like to check out the preliminary draft 2021 Budget, you can find it at cityofcarver.com in the
packet from our September 21 City Council Meeting. If you have thoughts or comments on the 2021
Budget, or anything else, I’d love to hear from you!

Mayor Courtney Johnson
CJohnson@CityOfCarver.com / Cell: 612-702-7703

Facebook: CarverMayorCourtney

General Election – November 3, 2020
COVID-19 Precautions

316 Broadway
PO 147
Carver, MN 55315
952-448-5353
cityofcarver.com

The City of Carver will be taking extra safety precautions in the
precinct due to the COVID-19 pandemic. These precautions will
cause longer than normal wait times for voters. If you choose to vote
in person on Election Day, we ask you to plan accordingly and to be
patient. This may include having to wait outdoors in cold weather or
waiting in your vehicle if the line is long.

Mayor

Vote Absentee and Avoid the Long Lines

Courtney Johnson
612-702-7703
cjohnson@cityofcarver.com

Early voting started on September 18.
Voters are encouraged to vote by mail, if
possible, to keep fellow voters and
elections staff safe. Voters wishing to vote
in person prior to Election Day may do so
at the Carver County Government Center,
600 East 4th Street, Chaska. Contact the
Elections and Licensing Department at
952-361-1941 or www.co.carver.mn.us/elections for more
information regarding voter registration and hours for voting.

City Council
Glen Henry
952-361-9834
ghenry@cityofcarver.com
Joy McKnight
952-484-5284
jmcknight@cityofcarver.com
Kristy Mock
952-500-3972
kmock@cityofcarver.com
Laurie Sayre
952-270-2523
lsayre@cityofcarver.com

City Manager
Brent Mareck
952-448-8737
bmareck@cityofcarver.com

Key Contacts
Carver County Sheriff’s Dispatch
952-361-1231
Chaska Community Center
952-448-5633

Questions?
For any questions on voting absentee or anything else regarding the
Election, please visit the City’s website at
cityofcarver.com/elections or contact Vicky Sons-Eiden, Elections
Administrator, at 952-448-8727 or vsonseiden@cityofcarver.com.

CARES Act Update
The City of Carver partnered with the Carver County Community
Development Agency (CDA) for distribution of the Coronavirus Aid,
Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act funding that is available
through the Federal Government. The City and the CDA had two
funds available for residents of Carver. The Business Emergency
Assistance Fund was targeted at local businesses and the Housing
Stability Program was available for both homeowners and renters.
The application period ran through the month of September. Nine
Carver businesses received funding through the Business
Emergency Assistance Fund and one resident received funding
through the Housing Stability Program.

Project Update
September 2020

What changed since the
last open house?

Stay up to date

Last March, the City of Carver and Carver County released
the Jonathan Carver Parkway Improvements Project
online open house materials on the project website. This
included:
• Overview video
• Conceptual rendering fly-over
• Project layout
• Comment card
Since the open house, the City of Carver and Carver County
have been working to finalize the project highway design,
streetscape plan, and construction staging plan. Be sure
check out the staging and proposed improvements on the
project website and previous open house materials.

Sign up for construction email
updates on the project website
Updates on the project
website
Specific questions can be directed
to the help line or email:
612-790-5200
carverstreets@bolton-menk.com

2021 Construction Staging Plan
DAHLGREN RD

Stage 1

Stage 2

Stage 2a

Stage 3

APRIL - JUNE

JUNE - END OF AUG

8 WEEK PERIOD

SEPT - OCT

Road will be closed to
thru and truck traffic.
Local traffic will be
maintained to residences
and businesses.

The section of roadway
between Ironwood Drive
and Dahlgren Road will be
fully closed after school
has ended.

The Dahlgren Road
intersection will be
closed for roundabout
construction.

www.co.carver.mn.us/jcpimprovements

HIGHWAY 61

REEK DR

SPRING C

IRONWOOD DR

SUNNY RIDGE DR

6TH STREET

KIRCHIE HILL DR

GILFILLAN AVE

4TH STREET

WHITE PINE WAY

JONATHAN CARVER PARKWAY

There will be no road
closures, and two-way
traffic will be maintained
while construction is
finished.

Proposed Improvements
Expansion from a 2-lane to 4-lane and full reconstruction including curb from 4th Street toward Highway 212
BEFORE

AFTER

Roundabout at 6th Street and Dahlgren Road

BEFORE

AFTER

Improvements to Ironwood Drive and Monroe Drive

MONROE DRIVE

IRONWOOD DRIVE

Additional thru and turn lanes
for Ironwood Drive, providing
better access during rush hours to
elementary school

Safer pedestrian crossing with
a new underpass north of the
elementary school

Signals at Ironwood Drive and
Monroe Drive with an additional
turn lane at Monroe Drive

Timeline
OCTOBER-DECEMBER 2020

DECEMBER 2020

APRIL-NOVEMBER 2021

Finalize design and
construction staging

Select
Contractor

Construction

www.co.carver.mn.us/jcpimprovements

