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Mayor’s Message
Greetings! Earlier this summer the City of Carver was notified we
received $356,133 from the Federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and
Economic Security (CARES) Act. In the spirit of transparency, I want
to share how the City of Carver will be using these funds:
 Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) Units ($173,734) –
We will replace the Fire Department’s SCBAs with new units,
which will provide an additional level of protection from COVID-19
through a unique filter system. This is important because our firefighters frequently respond to
medical calls in the City of Carver, Dahlgren Township, and San Francisco Township.
 Emergency Business Assistance Program ($82,728) – Through a partnership with the Carver
County Community Development Agency (CDA), this program provided up to $10,000 to
qualifying businesses in the City of Carver that were impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.
Businesses who demonstrated a loss of revenue of greater than 10% since March 15 could use
the money to pay expenses including payroll, rent, utilities, or payment to suppliers.
 Paid COVID-19 Leave ($42,580) – Under the Families First Coronavirus Response Act, the
City is required to provide employees COVID-19 related leave. This will reimburse the City for
these costs.
 Building Permit Software ($38,285) – New software for the Community Development and
Planning Departments will allow the City to facilitate remote application and review of building
permits. It will allow for work to continue with limited contact between contractors, developers,
and City staff.
 Housing Stability Program ($10,573) – Up to $5,000 to
pay rent, mortgage, or utilities was given to qualifying
residents in the City of Carver who showed a loss of
income due to COVID-19 in their application. The
Housing Stability Program was the result of another
partnership with the CDA.
 Personal Protective Equipment ($8,232) – This
includes gloves and masks for staff, hand sanitizer in our
buildings, and the Plexiglas barriers in City Hall.
We had a relatively short runway to allocate and use this money, which must be spent by
November 15, under the CARES Act requirements. City staff did a tremendous job identifying and
researching the options to ensure they qualified for reimbursement through the CARES Act.
If you have any questions or comments, please don’t hesitate to reach out. As always, I look
forward to hearing from you!

Mayor Courtney Johnson
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Saturday, November 28, 2020
Gazebo Park, 307 Broadway, Downtown Carver
2:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. with Tree Lighting Ceremony at 5:45 p.m.
Santa will arrive by fire truck and will be available from
2:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. for socially distanced photos. Children will
receive a bag of goodies to take home. Apple cider and hot chocolate
provided.
Please bring an item to donate to the local food shelf.
Sponsored by the Carver Lions, the Carver Fire Department, and
Carver on the Minnesota. For any questions, please contact Jim at
jimweygand@aol.com or Cathy at elkcatmar@gmail.com.
In September, Carver on the
Minnesota donated and planted a new
evergreen tree in Gazebo Park. This
tree will be the new focal point for the
annual Holiday Tree Lighting
Ceremony.
Don’t miss the first lighting of the
beautiful new addition to Gazebo Park!

City Storm System Maintenance
Did you know? Every year, the City of
Carver does inspections and maintenance of
the storm sewer system, including storm
ponds and structures. The purpose of this
work is to inspect roadway catch basins and
pond inlets and outlets to ensure storm
water flow is not obstructed. City Staff will
be out inspecting these structures over the
next few weeks.

Storm Outlet

Neighborhood Adopt a Drain Program
Adopt a Drain is a program that invites
residents to adopt a storm drain and
commit to keeping it clear of leaves,
trash, and other debris. Keeping storm
drains clean prevents pollution in our
lakes and creeks. Adopt a drain near you
by visiting www.adopt-a-drain.org.

Winter Weather Has Arrived –
What Does That Mean for Road Conditions?
Why do I see City plow trucks at all hours during a snow event?
The Public Services Department has moved to a more
aggressive schedule that has operators plowing snow in the
City of Carver twenty-three hours a day during a snow event.
Please keep in mind that certain weather conditions can delay
progress toward meeting these goals.
Why doesn’t the snowplow get close to my mailbox?
The snowplow operators make every effort to remove snow
as close to the curb line as practical. However, it is not possible to provide perfect conditions and
minimize damage to mailboxes with the size and type of equipment the City operates. It is the
homeowner’s responsibility to keep the snow clear around their mailbox and to keep their mailbox in
good repair so the weight of the snow from the plows will not knock the box over.
Why do I see white streaks on the road?
The white streaks on the road are from a liquid salt brine, which is
an anti-icing solution that the City applies to most major streets
just before a predicted snowfall or ice event.
What is salt brine and how does it help?
Salt brine is a salt solution in liquid form applied before a snowfall
and ice event to prevent snow and ice from bonding with the
pavement. It is easier to prevent ice than to remove it once it has
bonded. This reduces the need for higher rock salt use.

Winter Reminders on City Ordinances
NO PARKING after 2 inches of snow accumulation - At any time after two inches or more of snow
has accumulated on any public street or alley, whether the accumulation is due to new fallen snow or
the drifting or blowing of snow from previous snowfalls, it is unlawful to park
any vehicle, trailer, camper, wagon, snowmobile, or other object or piece of
equipment on any such public street or alley until the City has plowed the public
street or alley.
Due to the limited number of available parking spots on 3rd Street, “No Parking”
restrictions will be enforced from 5:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. when two inches or
more of snow has accumulated.
Keep walks clear - The owner and the occupant of any property adjacent to a public sidewalk shall
use due diligence to keep the walk safe for pedestrians. No owner or occupant shall allow snow,
ice, dirt, or rubbish to remain on the walk longer than 48 hours after its deposit thereon.
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Rectangular Rapid Flash Beacons (RRFBs) are
signals used at pedestrian crossings to enhance
the safety of pedestrians by increasing their
visibility to oncoming traffic. This bright,
rectangular signal has high-frequency flashing
LED lighting that typically supplements warning
signs at unsignalized intersections or mid-block
crosswalks, such as the roundabout crossing
depicted.
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What are the benefits?
•
•
•
•

How does it work?

Increases pedestrian safety
Lower cost and more effective than alternatives
Increases driver yielding rates
Reduces pedestrian crashes by 47%

Example picture of an RRFB warning system.

To activate an RRFB, pedestrians manually push
a button when they wish to use the crosswalk.
This then turns the flashing LEDs on, which alerts
motorists that they must yield to the pedestrians
until they have safely crossed.

Where will it be located?

The RRFB will be located at the south crosswalk
of the roundabout at the 6th St intersection.

www.co.carver.mn.us/jcpimprovements

